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sought after. I do not say that all widows who wear
jewels are bad, but I do say they have taken one step
on the bad road. Alas ! that it is the parents who
open the way for beloved daughters to go wrong.
Then when consequences follow they are ready to kill
them,

"The widows who have no parents are still more
to be pitied; they have to become servants to their
brothers' or sons' wives. Every one knows that if there
are widows in a house servants need not be hired. A
sister-in law rules over a widow, and they quarrel night
and day. If a widow remains in her husband's house,
it is the same ; she is hated by mother and sister-in-
law, and beaten from place to place. If, for the sake of
peace, she would like to live alone, she loses her
character. If she has children she works for them
while they are young; when her sons marry she be-
comes their wives' servant. If a widow is childless and
rich (by the money given her at her husband's death),
her relatives choose some boy to be her heir, and to be
provided for by her. She may bring him up with love
and care, but when he gets big he takes her property,
and only allows her food and clothes while she waits on
his wife. A widow has no power over property supposed
to be her own. It is happier for a widow to be poor,
and earn her living by grinding corn!

" Amongst us,.women can inherit no cowrie of their
father's wealth, it all goes to their brothers. Neither do
they inherit what their husbands leave. They have
only what may be given them, and if it is a lump sum,
perhaps they are silly, and spend it foolishly; they
are not taught to take care of it properly. If a wife
die she is burned in her best clothes and jewels, but
a widow's corpse is wrapped in white cloth. It is